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Dawn Buckingham, M.D, Commissioner, Texas General Land Office 

Ben Shelton, Deputy Cabinet Secretary, NM Energy, Minerals & Natural Resources Department 

Wei Wang, Executive Director, Railroad Commission of Texas 

Catarina Gonzales, Commissioner, Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 

Greg Bloom, Assistant Commissioner of Mineral Resources, NM State Land Office 

Tokey Boswell, Deputy State Director for Resources, Planning, and Lands, BLM NM State Office 

Greg Davis, Senior Consultant, Co-Lead for the Coal, Oil, Natural Gas and Geothermal vertical, Energy Dominance 

Financing, US Department of Energy  

Troy Hill, Water Division Director, EPA Region 6 

​Norely Guedez, Unconventional Support and Services Manager, ExxonMobil 

Rich Dealy, Vice President for the Permian Basin, ExxonMobil 

Janette Nunn, General Manager, Commercial, Shale & Tight Business, Chevron 

Daniel Droog, Vice President, Power Solutions, Chevron New Energies  

Stephen Cole, Executive Vice President & Partner, Five Point Energy 

Clint Williamson, Director Corporate Affairs, Diamondback Energy 

Jeff Hammad, Chief Commercial Officer, Golden Pass LNG 

Claudia Morrow, SVP Corporate Development, Vistra 

Kari Gibson, Manager State Government Affairs, ConocoPhillips 

Cody Carper, Partner, Baker Botts 

Benjamin Little, CEO, Bridger Photonics 

Mark Swadener, CEO, DG Petro Oil & Gas 

Caitlin Smith, Senior Vice President, Federal & Regulatory Affairs, Jupiter Power 

Kristin Jensen, VP Midstream, BPX Energy 

Mari Salazar, SVP & Director, Energy Banking, BOK Financial 

Vikram Jayaram, Founder and CEO, Neuralix Inc.  

Jordan Thomas, Project Manager, HVDC Transmission Development, Grid United  

Cam Thrutchley, Mission Critical Vice President, Satterfield & Pontikes 

Holly Hopkins, Vice President - Upstream Policy, American Petroleum Institute  

Kenneth B. Medlock III, Energy and Resource Economics Fellow, Baker Institute 

Missi Currier, President & CEO, New Mexico Oil & Gas Association 

Molly Determan, President, Energy Workforce & Technology Council 

Marilu Hastings, Executive Chair, Permian Energy Development Lab & Principal, Meridian House 

Josh Schmidt, Partner and Chief Operating Officer, Juniper Capital 

Joni Carswell, CEO and President, Texan by Nature 

Jonathon VandenBrand, SVP Commercial, Western Midstream 

Scott Mitchell, CEO, Deep Blue 

Isaac Ramirez, VP, Digital Infrastructure & Sustainability, WaterBridge | LandBridge  

Jacques Rousseau, Managing Director, Clear View Energy Partners 

Elizabeth Wolohan, VP Energy Procurement, Tract  

Brian Lloyd, Vice President, Regulatory Policy, Oncor  

Nichole Saunders, Senior Director and Lead Counsel, Environmental Defense Fund  

Dr. Katie Smye, Research Associate Professor, Bureau of Economic Geology, The University of Texas at Austin​
Tracee Bentley, President & Chief Executive Officer, Permian Strategic Partnership 
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6th Permian Energy Dialogues - Draft Agenda​
Navigating asset maturity, infrastructure expansion, 

and the convergence of power, water, and capital 
 
​
DAY 1┃TUESDAY , SEPTEMBER 15, 2026 
 
8:00am   Registration and breakfast 
 
8:55am   Welcome remarks 
Monika Simoes, Founder and CEO, Energy Dialogues  
 
9:10am   Fireside Chat: Power of the Permian Navigating Opportunities and Challenges Across 
Production, Infrastructure, Power, Water and Policy  
 
Moderator: 

Kenneth B. Medlock III, Energy and Resource Economics Fellow, Baker Institute 

Speakers: 

Mari Salazar, SVP & Director, Energy Banking, BOK Financial 

 
9:50am  Fireside Chat: Operators realities - how are capital discipline and development decisions 
evolving in the current market?  

●​ What price assumptions and market signals are guiding drilling and development plans? 
●​ How are companies thinking about inventory quality and pacing development as the basin 

matures?  
●​ Inventory considerations: as Tier 1 inventory continues to consolidate, how are operators 

assessing the long-term depth, quality, and durability of the Permian? How do efficiency gains 
and longer laterals impact the direction operators take? 

●​ What role is consolidation and scale playing in improving capital efficiency and operational 
performance? What is the role of smaller, independent producers in identifying new inventory 
and how does size matter? 

●​ Are water and power requirements now becoming as important to long-term output as 
subsurface quality and access to capital? 

 

Moderator:​
Cody Carper, Partner, Baker Botts 

Speaker: 

Rich Dealy, Vice President for the Permian Basin, ExxonMobil 

 
 
10:30am   Networking coffee break hosted by  
 

 

11:00am   Industry polls & commentary  
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11:20 am   Fireside Chat: Federal and state regulatory alignment in the Permian: What’s changing and 
what’s ahead 

●​ Where are the most impactful opportunities for collaboration and coordination  across agencies, 

and how can they better enable infrastructure buildout, permitting speed and operational 

planning? 

●​ How are fragmented federal and state approaches to permitting, water oversight, and 

environmental enforcement affecting project development and investment planning in the 

Permian? 

●​ How is the regulatory treatment of produced water disposal, reuse, surface discharge, and 

cross-border transfers shaping the next phase of water infrastructure in the Permian? 

●​ As power demand rises from electrification, data centers, and industrial growth, what regulatory 

alignment or policy clarity is most needed to support infrastructure buildout? 

●​ How are differences between Texas and New Mexico impacting operator decisions across the 

basin? 

 

Speakers: 

Tokey Boswell, Deputy State Director for Resources, Planning, and Lands, BLM New Mexico State Office 

Greg Bloom, Assistant Commissioner of Mineral Resources, New Mexico State Land Office 

 
 
11:55am   Networking lunch sponsored by  
 

1:15pm  Fireside Chat: A Texas Perspective on Regulatory Alignment in the Permian 

●​ Where does closer coordination with federal agencies and fellow state agencies unlock the most 

gains in permitting speed and infrastructure buildout? Where are there still challenges and 

misalignments?  

●​ How is RRC evolving its approach to produced water disposal, reuse, and surface discharge 

permitting, and what's needed on cross-border transfers with New Mexico? 

●​ As power demand climbs, what are the regulatory/permitting priorities to ensure gas supply and 

pipeline infrastructure can expand at the pace required? 

 

Moderator: 

Deena Clayton, Program Lead, Energy Dialogues 

Speaker: 

Wei Wang, Executive Director, Railroad Commission of Texas 

 

1:30pm  Fireside Chat: EPA's Perspective — Produced Water and the National Reuse Agenda 

●​ The Water Reuse Action Plan 2.0 includes produced water as a reuse source and explores 

regulatory flexibility for industrial cooling, mineral extraction, and agriculture. What options are 

being explored? 

●​ What federal effluent and monitoring standards is EPA setting? 
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●​ Who holds ownership, liability, and stewardship for produced water once it is treated and 

transferred? 

●​ How is EPA coordinating with states? 

 

Moderator: 

Deena Clayton, Program Lead, Energy Dialogues 

Speaker: 

Troy Hill, Water Division Director, EPA Region 6 

 

1:45pm Fireside Chat: TCEQ's Perspective — Standing Up Texas's Produced Water Permitting Pathway  

●​ SB 1145 consolidates regulatory authority over produced water at TCEQ. What  end uses will 

TCEQ authorize, and what stays with the RRC? What's the hardest part of standing up this new 

lane: the science, the politics, or public trust? 

●​ How will TCEQ allocate financial assurance and long-term liability once water is treated and 

transferred? 

●​ Where do the proposed rules stand today, and what still needs to be resolved on the technical, 

policy, and public acceptance fronts before adoption? How do you see that permitting pathway 

evolving into 2027? 

 

Moderator: 

Deena Clayton, Program Lead, Energy Dialogues 

Speaker: 

Catarina Gonzales, Commissioner, Texas Commission on Environmental Quality​
 

2:00pm  Interactive roundtables & working groups 

 

1.​ Rethinking Produced Water in the Permian: From Disposal Challenge to Strategic Resource  
Hosted by ​
Facilitator: Kristin Jensen, VP Midstream 
 

2.​ Proving Asset Value in a Mature Permian: From Inventory Quality to Investment-Grade Assets  
Hosted by ​
Facilitator: Benjamin Little, CEO 

 

3.​ Policy and Regulatory Priorities: What are the key policy priorities to be aligned federally and at 

the state level to deliver Permian’s potential and leverage its strengths.  
Hosted by  

​ Facilitator: Kari Gibson, Manager State Government Affairs  
 
2:45pm     Panel discussion: Midstream investments in water infrastructure, pipelines and produced 

water reuse - where is the market headed? 
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●​ Produced water handling, reuse, desalination and disposal - what progress and solutions are we 

seeing? Which non-discharge uses look most realistic today? 

●​ What is the intersection of water needs with energy development and future data center 

demand? Where can broader collaborations help? What industries - other than energy - should 

join the dialogue? 

●​ How can industry, investors, and policy makers accelerate alternative solutions while maintaining 

the disposal backbone? What is the potential for cost reduction through technology 

advancement, and repeatable project economics? 

●​ What kind of commercial structure, infrastructure, and policy support is still missing if reuse is 

going to move beyond pilots and become part of the basin’s water strategy? 

●​ What is needed to move non-discharge reuse to beyond pilots and into broader commercial use? 

Technology, policy, economics, social.  

 

Moderator: 

Dr. Katie Smye, Research Associate Professor, Bureau of Economic Geology, The University of Texas at 

Austin​
Speakers: 

Janette Nunn, General Manager, Commercial, Shale & Tight Business, Chevron​
Jonathon VandenBrand, SVP Commercial, Western Midstream 

Isaac Ramirez, VP, Digital Infrastructure & Sustainability, WaterBridge | LandBridge  

 
 
3:35pm   Networking coffee break hosted by  
 
 
4:00pm    Panel discussion: Permian ​gas to ​markets: ​quality​ imperatives, ​infrastructure​ constraints, and 
​emissions considerations 

●​ Will improved takeaway and growing global demand unlock more gas-focused drilling, or does 

volatility deter development?  

●​ What investments do we see to connect Permian gas to LNG and other markets? 

●​ How are changing gas composition and quality requirements (especially lower nitrogen content) 

influencing development and midstream investment decisions in the basin? Are there 

opportunities to optimize and scale nitrogen removal and gas processing solutions to meet 

stricter feedgas specs and preferred buyer criteria? 

●​ How are producers thinking about lower carbon intensity, certification, measurement, and the 

role of frameworks like OGMP 2.0 and MiQ? Where is the market headed and is the EU Methane 

Regulation influencing that market? How is the balance of sustainability, affordability and 

reliability evolving across markets? 

●​ How are takeaway constraints, flaring limits, midstream buildout, and processing capacity 

affecting the basin’s trajectory and competitiveness? 

 

Speakers: 

Jeff Hammad, Chief Commercial Officer, Golden Pass LNG 
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Jacques Rousseau, Managing Director, Clear View Energy Partners 

Nichole Saunders, Senior Director and Lead Counsel, Environmental Defense Fund  
 

4:50pm   Panel Discussion:  Community engagement and priorities, and the social license to build 

●​ What does good early engagement look like? What are the top priorities for communities and 

landowners in the Permian? Where and how can we find alignment and common solutions? 

●​ What common challenges are operators and infrastructure developers now running into around 

land, water, power, permitting, and community response, and where could more alignment 

help? 

●​ What have we learnt from landowner disputes, litigation risk, and local opposition groups when 

it comes to project timing, cost, and execution for energy and digital infrastructure? What else 

can be done to optimize outcomes? 

 

Moderator: 

Tracee Bentley, President & Chief Executive Officer, Permian Strategic Partnership 

Speakers: 

Marilu Hastings, Executive Chair, Permian Energy Development Lab & Principal, Meridian House 

Clint Williamson, Director Corporate Affairs, Diamondback Energy 

Joni Carswell, CEO and President, Texan by Nature 

Scott Mitchell, CEO, Deep Blue 

 
5:40pm   Closing Day 1 
  
5:50pm  Cocktail reception  
 
7:00pm   Dinner reception hosted by  
 
 
DAY 2┃WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2026 
 
7:45am   Registration and breakfast 
 
 
8:15am   Welcome remarks​
Deena Clayton, Program Lead, Energy Dialogues 
 
 
8:20am   Opening keynote: Future of Permian Growth 
Speaker: Dawn Buckingham, M.D, Commissioner, Texas General Land Office 
 
 

8:35am   Panel discussion: Power in the Permian - Closing the gap between load growth, transmission, 

and generation 
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●​ As load growth keeps rising, how are companies thinking about what the Permian power system 

can realistically support over the next five years? 

●​ How much relief can the Permian Basin Reliability Plan provide, and where do the biggest 

reliability risks sit before that new capacity is in place? 

●​ What are operators and midstream companies seeing on the ground today around transmission, 

curtailment risk, and power reliability, and what's the operational impact? 

●​ What prevents dispatchable generation from  keeping pace with demand, and where will 

additional firm power come from? 

●​ How different are the power outlooks in Texas and New Mexico. How do differences in market 

structure, regulation, and transmission planning affect development? 

 

Moderator: 

Missi Currier, President & CEO, New Mexico Oil & Gas Association 

Speakers: 

Claudia Morrow, SVP Corporate Development, Vistra 

Elizabeth Wolohan, VP Energy Procurement, Tract  

Brian Lloyd, Vice President, Regulatory Policy, Oncor  

 

9:25am  Panel discussion: Capital flows in the Permian - Consolidation, infrastructure, and  investment 

●​ What continues to drive consolidation across E&Ps, midstream and minerals and how are 

investors thinking about asset quality and inventory depth? 

●​ As more international capital and institutional money comes into U.S. upstream and related 

infrastructure, how is competition for Permian positions changing? 

●​ Water, power, midstream, data center-related infrastructure, and other verticals: Where is new 

capital going beyond traditional upstream?  

●​ How much are policy risks and the differences between Texas and New Mexico starting to shape 

where capital gets deployed? 

●​ How durable does the investment case look if prices soften, and how are investors and operators 

stress-testing longer-term bets against lower oil, cost pressure, and maturity? What does the 

picture look like in a sustained high-price oil environment? 

 

Speakers: 

Stephen Cole, Executive Vice President & Partner, Five Point Energy 
Greg Davis, Senior Consultant, Co-Lead for the Coal, Oil, Natural Gas and Geothermal vertical, Energy 
Dominance Financing, US DOE  
Josh Schmidt, Partner and Chief Operating Officer, Juniper Capital 

 

9:55 am   Networking coffee break hosted by  
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10:25am Interactive Roundtables​
 

1.​ The importance of the social license to operate through better community engagement.  

Hosted by ​
 

Facilitator: Clint Williamson, Director Corporate Affairs  

 

2.​ Consolidations in the Permian Basin: What has the industry learned, where do opportunities 

exist, and how should businesses think about their approach to future deals?   

Hosted by ​
Facilitator: Mark Swadener, CEO  

 

3.​ Power Infrastructure and Load Growth in the Permian: Can Generation and Transmission Keep 

Pace with Demand? 

 Hosted by  

 

Facilitator: Caitlin Smith, Senior Vice President, Federal & Regulatory Affairs  

 

4.​ Water Working Group: From Pilots to Pipelines: Scaling Commercial Water Infrastructure in the 

Permian 
Hosted by 

 

Facilitator: Isaac Ramirez, VP, Digital Infrastructure & Sustainability  

 

11:10am  Panel discussion: Technology, AI, and operational performance - What’s delivering results in 

the Permian? 

●​ Where are operators actually seeing returns from AI, automation, and digital tools today? 

●​ How much can technology still do to improve recovery, completion performance, and asset life 

as more of the basin moves beyond Tier 1 inventory? 

●​ What role are oilfield service companies and technology firms playing in adoption, and who is 

driving implementation on the ground? 

●​ How much are workforce shortages and value-chain disruptions  slowing the rollout of 

technologies that already exist? 

●​ How are operators deciding which digital tools are worth scaling versus which ones remain 

experimental? 

 

Moderator: 

Molly Determan, President, Energy Workforce & Technology Council 

Speakers: 

​Norely Guedez, Unconventional Support and Services Manager, ExxonMobil 

Vikram Jayaram, Founder and CEO, Neuralix Inc.  
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11:55pm   Industry polls & commentary  

 

​
12:15pm   Networking lunch​
​
 

1:10pm   Fireside Chat: Behind the meter in the Permian - Can self-supplied and next-generation 

power solutions solve the supply problem? 

●​ As power demand keeps rising from electrification, gas processing, data centers, and other large 

loads, how important are behind-the-meter and self-supplied generation becoming in the 

Permian? 

●​ What problems do behind-the-meter and bring-your-own-generation models solve for E&Ps, 

midstream companies, and data center projects? What still depends on grid interconnection, 

backup, and system stability? 

●​ What role could geothermal, gas+CCS, or small modular nuclear realistically play in meeting 

long-term power demand in the Permian? How comfortable can hyperscalers get with gas 

solutions? 

●​ What kinds of self-supplied or co-located power models are financeable today, and how much 

depends on customer commitments, load certainty, emissions requirements, and project scale? 

●​ How are E&Ps, infrastructure developers, and large power users weighing reliability, cost, 

emissions, permitting, and equipment lead times when deciding between grid power, gas-fired 

generation, and other emerging solutions? 

 

Speakers: 

Daniel Droog, Vice President, Power Solutions, Chevron New Energies 

 

 
1:40 pm   Networking coffee break hosted by  
 
 

2:00pm   Panel discussion - Execution risk: Who can actually build the next wave of infrastructure? 

●​ Are midstream companies, EPCs, and infrastructure developers running into bottlenecks across 

power, water, gas, and industrial buildout? 

●​ How much are supply chain pressures around transformers, turbines, compressors, steel, and 

other critical inputs starting to affect timing, sequencing, and cost? 

●​ What part of the delivery chain is most likely to fall behind first over the next few years: labor, 

equipment, permitting, or coordination? 

●​ As infrastructure needs become more interconnected, who is taking the lead on execution and 

where can better coordination speed up delivery? 
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Speakers: 

Jordan Thomas, Project Manager, HVDC Transmission Development, Grid United  

Cam Thrutchley, Mission Critical Vice President, Satterfield & Pontikes  

 

2:50pm   Closing keynote - The Permian Advantage: Performance, Innovation, and Lower‑Impact 

Operations    

Speaker: Ben Shelton, Deputy Cabinet Secretary, New Mexico Energy, Minerals & Natural Resources 

Department 

 

 

3:05pm   Closing remarks 

 

End of Program 
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